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Eighteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice (SBSTTA-18) 
23 - 28 June 2014, Montreal, Canada 

 

This paper provides an overview of WWF’s main positions to SBSTTA-18. More detailed WWF 
position papers with proposed text changes are also available for agenda items: (3) the Global 
Biodiversity Outlook; (4) Marine and coastal biodiversity and (7) Incentive measures: obstacles 
encountered in implementing options identified for eliminating, phasing out or reforming 
incentives that are harmful for biodiversity. 

 

WWF commends the important work by the Secretariat in preparing high quality meeting 
documents and suggested recommendations. WWF strongly encourages SBSTTA to support the 
suggested recommendations with WWF’s proposed text changes. 

WWF believes that SBSTTA-18 is an important meeting to review progress of the Strategic Plan 
for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and provide technical inputs and recommendations to COP12 for 
decision making on the way forward to achieve the Aichi Targets by 2020. WWF believes that 
SBSTTA should make the clear link between the effective implementation of the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its 20 Aichi Targets and the international process on defining 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), advocate for the Aichi Targets to be integrated into the 
SDGs and to mobilise international actions and resources to implement the Strategic Plan. 

 

Item 3: GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY OUTLOOK 

(WWF position paper with proposed text changes also available) 

 

WWF welcomes the draft Executive Summary of the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity 
Outlook and congratulates the Secretariat and authors who prepared GBO-4 on the timely work 
and useful findings. GBO-4 is an important document which gives a mid-term assessment of 
global progress towards achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets as well as recommendations on 
what corrective and adaptive measures should be taken to advance progress.  

Based on the GBO-4 report, WWF is concerned by the slow progress towards some targets, and 
that in some cases, we are moving even further away from their achievement (targets 8 and 10). 
WWF fully supports the GBO-4’s core message that deep changes are needed to achieve progress. 
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In this regard, beyond urging Parties to step up implementation, WWF calls on 
SBSTTA to:  

1.  Recommend to COP12 urgent and specific priority actions that will accelerate 
demonstrable progress towards effective implementation of the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 to attain 
the Aichi Targets as recommended by the GBO-4 Executive Summary.  

2.  Pay specific attention to the links between the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 and its 
Aichi Targets and international development processes, inter alia, the post-2015 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) process, making the key links between biodiversity, ecosystems and 
sustainable development, noting particularly that unless the Aichi Targets are achieved the SDGs 
will fail to deliver sustainable development.  Specifically SBSTTA should make recommendations 
for consideration by COP12 on the scope, ambition and content of 2030 targets in the Marine and 
Terrestrial environments that would support the SDGs and build upon the Aichi Targets. 

3.  Request the Executive Secretary to communicate the GBO-4 key messages to the 
United Nations General Assembly, the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, 
other related convention secretariats and Parties to find plausible pathways towards achieving the 
2050 vision and SDGs. 

4.  Urge the Executive Secretary and Parties to communicate and advance the key 
findings to all concerned stakeholders to garner commitments and mobilise resources for the full 
implementation of the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 in order to attain the Aichi Targets. 

 

 

Item 4: MARINE AND COASTAL BIODIVERSITY 

Item 4.1:  Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas  

(WWF position paper with proposed text changes also available) 

WWF strongly supports the CBD EBSA process as the information contained in the workshop 
reports can be used as the scientific basis for appropriate conservation and management 
measures to be put in place by States and competent organizations towards the implementation of 
ecosystem approaches, in accordance with Paragraphs 25 and 26 of Decision X/29.  

To ensure the EBSA process continues to contribute to enhanced scientific knowledge, capacity 
building, the achievement of the Aichi Targets and the objectives of the Convention, WWF calls on 
SBSTTA-18 to address the following priorities (please refer to the specific suggested language set 
out in the draft Recommendations, including suggested changes on amending the text, further 
below):  

1. The Summary Reports describing areas that meet the EBSA criteria in the above-
mentioned regions should be welcomed by the Parties. Together with the Executive Secretary, 
Parties should seek ways to co-organize regional workshops for the remaining regions with a view 
to facilitate global coverage of the EBSA process.  

2. Parties involved in the process to describe areas meeting the EBSA criteria in the 
North-East Atlantic should acknowledge the results of the scientific review undertaken by ICES in 
2013 of the initial descriptions of areas meeting the criteria and agree to present the revised EBSA 
proformas for consideration by SBSTTA-18. Paragraph 1 of the suggested recommendation should 
be amended accordingly.  

3. The areas described as meeting the EBSA criteria should be included into the CBD 
repository for transparency purposes and enhanced knowledge about marine biodiversity. 
Reports on those areas should be forwarded to inform the UN General Assembly, as well as other 
competent intergovernmental organizations with a mandate to regulate human uses in these 
areas.  

4. Parties and other Governments should support the description of areas meeting 
the EBSA criteria by applying these criteria, or other relevant compatible and complementary 
scientific criteria, in areas within their national jurisdiction. Respective scientific information, 
including maps of these areas, should be made available to the CBD Secretariat for inclusion in 
the EBSA repository and information sharing mechanism. 
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5. Parties as well as other Governments and competent organizations should provide 
to the Secretariat all relevant information on threats, stressors and existing conservation and 
management measures adopted for areas described as meeting the EBSA criteria with a view for 
inclusion in the EBSA information sharing mechanism.  

6. Training workshops should be organized to enhance capacity-building on the 
application of the EBSA criteria and the information contained in the repository towards 
enhanced conservation and management measures for the achievement of the Aichi Targets.  

7. Parties and other Governments should cooperate, including through competent 
organizations, to identify and adopt, according to their competence, appropriate measures for the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas that meet the EBSA criteria, 
including through the use of environmental impact assessments that consider cumulative and 
synergistic impacts on these areas, the establishment of networks of marine protected areas, and 
other area-based management tools. The United Nations General Assembly should be informed 
about relevant initiatives. 

 

Item 4.2:  Addressing impacts of underwater noise on marine and coastal 
biodiversity  

(WWF position paper with proposed text changes also available) 

WWF calls on SBSTTA-18 to adopt recommendations for COP12 with a view to avoid and mitigate 
the significant adverse impacts of anthropogenic underwater noise on marine and coastal 
biodiversity through, inter alia:  

a) Enhanced collaboration on the development of practical scientific guidance and 
toolkits; 

b) The creation of incentives for the development of quieter technologies for airguns, 
pile-driving, seismic surveys, shipping, and the application of best practices in all 
relevant activities; 

c) Reducing noise levels at source, reducing noise propagation, or avoiding noisy 
activities at times and in places where sensitive species are present; 

d) Standardization of metrics and monitoring protocols and visualization tools across 
regions; 

e) Overlaying acoustic mapping with habitat mapping; 

f) Integrating existing work on the description of areas that meet the criteria for 
ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) by the CBD and the 
Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs) under the International Maritime 
Organization, and the work of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals on the identification of migratory pathways and critical 
habitats, in order to identify areas of priority concern; 

g) Mitigation and management of underwater noise through spatial-temporal 
restrictions; 

h) Including restrictions to underwater noise into marine protected areas 
management plans, as well as marine spatial plans, as appropriate; 

i) Investigating the effectiveness of MPAs with buffer zones to address the impacts of 
underwater noise; 

j) Phasing in increasingly strict noise levels standards to activities to protect sound-
sensitive species; 

k) Building capacity in developing states on underwater noise impacts and mitigation 
measures;   

l) Integrating cumulative and synergistic impacts of multiple noise sources and other 
stressors into strategic environmental assessments and environmental impact 
assessments. 

 



 

 Page 4 of 6 

Item 4.3:   Addressing impacts of marine debris on marine and coastal 
biodiversity 

WWF is deeply concerned about substantial scientific evidence on the paramount and increasing 
impacts of marine debris on marine and coastal biodiversity. While noting that the envisaged CBD 
expert workshop to prepare practical guidance on preventing and mitigating the significant 
adverse impacts of marine debris on marine and coastal biodiversity and habitats is scheduled for 
December 2014 and therefore will not be considered by SBSTTA-18 or COP12, for the time being, 
WWF would like to refer to the Honolulu Strategy: A Global Framework for Prevention and 
Management of Marine Debris and requests endorsement and commitment to its three goals and 
associated strategies to reduce the amount and impact of marine debris from land-based and sea-
based sources and marine debris accumulations: 

 a)  Reduced amount and impact of land-based sources of marine debris introduced 
into the sea; 

 b)  Reduced amount and impact of sea-based sources of marine debris, including solid 
waste, lost cargo, abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG), and abandoned 
vessels, introduced into the sea; and 

 c)  Reduced amount and impact of accumulated marine debris on shorelines, in 
benthic habitats, and in pelagic waters.  

Additionally, we would like to provide some general statements and recommendations regarding 
measures that could yet be taken by Parties, other Governments and relevant actors with 
immediate effect:  

i) Remedial collection of litter in the sea and along shorelines is time-consuming, 
costly and only captures a small proportion of overall debris. Therefore, preventative and other 
measures at the sources should be the focus and enacted with more determination. 

ii) The use of environment-friendly designed and biodegradable plastic products 
should be promoted.  

iii) Awareness has to be raised that plastic is of great value in order to prevent careless 
disposal. Therefore, plastics should be produced as reusable and recyclable materials.  

iv) Recycling and reuse schemes for plastic materials should be further strengthened.  

v) Product sales by highly developed economies often occur in regions where there is 
no adequate waste management system in place.   Consequently, transfer of knowledge and 
technologies should be strengthened alongside the provision of funding support with a view to 
facilitate the establishment of adequate waste management schemes where these are not yet in 
place. 

vi) There is also need for the development of a coherent monitoring programme and 
database on marine debris and related adverse impacts on coastal and marine biodiversity. Gaps 
in knowledge and information should be closed in close collaboration with focussed research. 

vii) Collaboration with other international organisations working on this issue should 
be promoted, such as the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL). 

 

Item 4.4:   Systematic review on the impacts of ocean acidification and 
proposal to update the specific work plan on coral bleaching 

(WWF position paper with proposed text changes also available) 

Ocean acidification (OA) is a major threat to marine ecosystems and biodiversity (especially coral 
reefs, cold water corals, polar ecosystems, shellfish, fish larvae), food security and livelihoods.  We 
commend the CBD Secretariat for commissioning an updated synthesis of the impacts of ocean 
acidification on coastal and marine biodiversity. Through a better understanding of such impacts, 
appropriate management measures can be put in place to mitigate against OA and to help 
ecosystems adapt to an already 26% more acidic environment since industrial revolution. 
Measures to increase marine ecosystems resilience include, inter alia, incorporation of knowledge 
of OA effects into science and management plans, such as fisheries science, assessments, 
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rebuilding plans, as well as areas closures, creation of marine protected areas, identification and 
protection of natural OA refugia, such as seamounts, etc.  

The implementation of Aichi Target 10 on minimizing other anthropogenic pressures to increase 
marine resilience to climate change and OA effects is urgently needed. WWF strongly supports the 
priority actions to achieve Aichi Target 10 for coral reefs and closely associated ecosystems and 
the preparation of a draft specific workplan on cold water corals, in close linkage with the work on 
ecologically or biologically significant marine areas and FAO’s work on vulnerable marine 
ecosystems.  

WWF further strongly recommends forwarding the synthesis document on the impacts of ocean 
acidification on marine biodiversity (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/INF/6) to the Joint Liaison Group 
between the Rio Conventions with a view to facilitating discussion and action, as appropriate, 
within the framework of UNFCCC. 

 

Item 4.5:   Tools and capacity development, including marine spatial 
planning and training initiatives  

Marine spatial planning is an operational and proactive process to help ensure an integrated, 
ecosystem-based and participative approach to the planning, protection, management and 
sustainable use of coastal-marine areas and their resources. Marine spatial planning can help in 
implementing integrated ecosystem-based management of maritime uses and activities in marine 
areas, addressing the current lack of coordination and integration of different sectors and levels of 
government that today undermines the sustainable management of many marine areas.  

WWF believes there is a strong need to safeguard ocean ecosystems on which communities and 
economies depend around the world. Marine spatial planning is a process that can help in 
achieving this goal. Therefore, WWF welcomes the work of the CBD Secretariat and other 
partners in advancing the use of marine spatial planning tools and strengthening States’ 
(especially developing states, including least developed states and SIDS) capacity to develop and 
implement comprehensive integrated ocean management plans, through training and other 
means, and supports the draft recommendations as set out in the Progress Report on Tools and 
Capacity Development, including Marine Spatial Planning and Capacity-Building Initiatives 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/7). 

WWF supports the draft recommendations as set out in the Progress Report on Tools and 
Capacity Development, including Marine Spatial Planning and Capacity-Building Initiatives 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/7). 

 

Item 7:   INCENTIVE MEASURES: OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN 
IMPLEMENTING OPTIONS IDENTIFIED FOR ELIMINATING, 
PHASING OUT OR REFORMING INCENTIVES THAT ARE 
HARMFUL FOR BIODIVERSITY  

(WWF position paper with proposed text changes also available) 

WWF welcomes the analysis of the obstacles encountered in implementing options identified for 
eliminating, phasing out or reforming incentives that are harmful for biodiversity as well as the 
proposed modalities and milestones for the full operationalization of Aichi Target 3. WWF notes 
that the draft GBO4 shows that there has been limited progress on achieving Target 3, which 
underlines the need for COP12 to give further guidance to parties on how to meet this target.  

WWF calls on SBSTTA-18 to: 

1. Welcome the analysis of the obstacles encountered in implementing options 
identified for eliminating, phasing out or reforming incentives that are harmful for biodiversity;  

2. Request the Executive Secretary to compile and present advice on options for 
overcoming the obstacles based on document UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/11 for consideration by 
COP12 in conjunction with the outcomes of WGRI 5 Agenda Item 6.4. 
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Item 9.  CONSIDERATION OF ISSUES IN PROGRESS 

Item 9.1 Integration of the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity into climate-change mitigation and adaptation activities 

WWF welcomes the report on issue in progress: biodiversity and climate change. WWF stresses 
the importance of climate change adaptation to protect and safeguard biodiversity and vulnerable 
ecosystems. 

WWF calls on SBSTTA to recommend COP12 to: 

1. Request the Joint Liaison Group of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification  to develop guidance on the prevention of maladaptation that has 
adverse consequences on biodiversity conservation 

2. Request the Executive Secretary to promote documentation and information sharing of 
biodiversity adaptation strategies that have been implemented, and the success or 
otherwise of these climate adaptation strategies.  

3. Request the Executive Secretary to develop guidance on monitoring and evaluation of 
adaptation strategies; to assess how adaptation actions being undertaken by Parties can 
incorporate ecosystem-based approaches and contribute to the objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity; and develop practical guidance to be shared with the 
Secretariat of the United Nations Framework on Climate Change (UNFCCC) for 
incorporation into relevant components under development within the UNFCCC, such as 
the guidelines for national adaptation plans (NAPs). 

4. Under the agenda of collaboration with the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) for REDD+, request the Executive Secretary to assess how 
the guidance on non-carbon benefits can contribute to the objectives of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. 
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