
 
 

Lobby Guide for Official Youth Delegates for Rio+20 
 

 

Overview  
Rio+20 will be celebrated next June in Brazil. The UN Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable 

Development, better known as the Earth Summit, will seek to renew political commitment for 

sustainable development, and to assess the progress of past Earth Summits. 

 

The participation of all stakeholders is necessary to make Rio+20 a successful event. More than 

half of the world’s population is under 25 years old and young people are the most vulnerable 

to water, energy, economic and climate crises. Additionally, we as future generations will carry 

the consequences of the political decisions made at Rio+20. As a result, it is important that the 

voice of youth is included in Rio+20 debates in the form of official youth delegates.  

 

The UN Major Group of Children and Youth (MGCY) is seeking to increase Member States’ 

awareness about youth participation and the importance of including a youth delegates in their 

official delegations.  

 

This document is aimed at giving you some guidance about how you could lobby your 

government to include a youth delegate onto your country’s official delegation, and will outline 

the steps that you will need to take. Please also refer to the document ‘Promoting Youth 

Delegates for Rio+20’ produced by the MGCY for further reference. 

 

What is a youth delegate? 
There is no exact definition of who a youth delegate should be and what their role is, however, 

there are some key attributes:  

1. Youth Delegates are representative of their own country first and foremost, as part of the 

national delegation 

2. Youth Delegates are representative of young people 

3. Youth Delegate are young people themselves (below the age of 30 years generally but 

this may be dependent on specific country’s policies) 

 

Youth Delegates can be selected through different processes and have varying mandates, both 

of which determine what they should do in this role.  

 

The Selection Process is where youth delegates are selected, generally based on  a number of 

nationally established-criteria, for example, age, past experience working with young people or 



 

specific topics such as conflict, women’s rights, children’s rights, etc., leadership experience in 

youth organizations, etc. 

 

Once selected, youth delegates must fulfill a Mandate, which outlines what their role is for their 

specific government and while at Rio+20. The mandate will inform the youth delegate about 

what conferences and preparatory processes they are expected to attend, which can vary 

depending on who they are a delegate for. It is important to ensure that mandates for youth 

delegates are achievable, and that it does justice to the campaign to promote and support 

youth in sustainable development. It is important to keep aims and objectives in mind, and 

having too restricted or too broad a role can distort the change that youth delegates will be 

able to effect.  

 

How to Lobby for an Official Youth Delegate 
We are trying to increase the number of official youth delegates for Rio+20 and this means we 

need to governments on boards. At the moment, there are very few official delegates so we 

need to lobby governments – we need to engage with them to explain why youth delegates are 

so important and inspire them to take action.  

 

When lobbying your government, you need to find out who you should be talking to. The 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs is generally in charge of determining who the national delegation 

is, however, other authorities may also need to be involved in the process. You will need to 

locate the section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that deals with UN Relations, and for Rio+20, 

it is likely that departments involved with the  environmental or foreign aid are coordinating 

national efforts for Rio+20. You will need to find out who these people are and make contact!  

 

Once you have found the right contact, communicating your message effectively is essential; 

otherwise your effort will be lost. Never ignore a contact you have made – if you make a lot of 

contacts before you find the ‘right’ contact’ make sure you keep in touch with all of them, 

internal knowledge of the government system will come in handy and they may be able to help 

you at a later stage.  

 

Here are some examples about how to communicate with people:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Here are some key things to remember after making the first contact with the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs: 

 

Be prepared: You will never know what the person you’re lobbying will ask. Be sure to read 

about the MGCY Official Youth Delegate Initiative and some background information about the 

MGCY. Spend some time reading background documents for the CSD process such as the Rio 

Declaration and Agenda 21. All of these resources can be found on the MGCY website at 

www.uncsdchildrenyouth.org 

 

Be confident: No matter how hopeless things seem to be, keep believing that you can convince 

the whole world of what you’re doing and what you’re asking for. It is achievable! 

 

Be concise: Crystallize what you have to say; don’t say too much, don’t say too little.  

 

Be diplomatic: Demonstrate that you are politically correct, professional and diplomatic in your 

words and actions – don’t raise your voice, don’t get over-emotional, be in control, polite and 

act sensibly. 

 

Be persistent: In lobbying, setbacks are guaranteed. You must find it in yourself to keep going 

even when all hope seems lost!  

 

Other factors may affect your lobbying efforts for a youth delegate. You need to be able to 

successfully tie the benefits of a youth delegate with: 

 National Priorities – Youth may not be a national priority, in which case it might be 

more useful to promote the importance of youth in sustainable development through 

organizing an awareness campaign before lobbying for a youth delegate. 

 International Priorities – You need to find out what your country’s priorities are and 

link these to the role of youth. Sometimes this may not be obvious so you will need to 

spend some time finding out about your country’s Foreign Policy Agenda and think 

about how this can be related to youth.  

 Lack of Structural Support – You may find that as a new idea, your Proposal would not 

receive structural support while you are at the Earth Summit. The best thing to do here is 

built on what you deem to be the best system used by another nation. 

 Lack of Financial Support – You may find the structural support, but what if there's no 

money to back you up? The Youth Delegate should have the option to fundraise. 

Funding should not be an impediment.  

 

Building partnerships  
Part of ensuring a successful campaign towards including a youth delegate for Rio+20 will 

depend on the success you have in building partnerships with national youth organizations.   

 



 

Who should you partner with?  

Who your partners should be will vary from country to country. For instance, if your country has 

a National Youth Council, you should start your lobbying efforts there. After getting accepted at 

this level, it will be easier to reach the right people in government because the National Youth 

Council have already established relationships with key national and international institutions. In 

addition, it is important to establish a relationship with youth councils, since part of your goal is 

advocating for youth.  

 

Large youth organizations that work on environmental and sustainability issues are also key 

partners in your lobbying efforts. They might be able to support your lobbying efforts and 

increase its credibility.  

 

Other institutions you should consider talking to should include the ministry in charge of youth 

affairs and the head of the Rio+20 delegation.   

 

How to write a proposal to lobby for a national youth delegate  
You will need to write a proposal explaining your objectives for and the importance of having a 

national youth delegate. Before sending the proposal, you should have identified and spoken to 

the person who you will send the proposal to, and you should include a reference to this contact 

in the letter introducing your proposal.   

 

The proposal must clearly express how a youth delegate is relevant to the national and regional 

priorities and it would be ideal to describe some of the work of youth delegates or activists from 

your region.  

 

Your proposal should include the following parts: 

 Preface: Provide brief background details of Rio+20 and the significance it has for the 

future sustainability of the planet, both as a collective and for individual nations. Provide 

basic information about the goals of Rio+20 and what the expected outcomes are.  

 Introduction: Provide a brief history of youth representation within the CSD process and 

the importance of youth representation in Rio+20. Explain the importance of having an 

official national youth delegate. Give a general overview of what a youth delegate is – 

you should emphasize that the youth delegate is first and foremost a representative of 

the country and not a youth organization. You can also provide examples where young 

people have brought positive change in your own region or other countries. Key 

questions to remember: What will the delegate do at Rio+20? How will your government 

benefit?  

 Selection Process and Mandate: This section sets out what the role of the youth 

delegate is. You need to highlight that there is space for negotiation about what the 

mandate should be, highlighting the national benefit of having such a position at 

Rio+20. Point out that the youth delegate is not an intern, but rather a full member of 

the Mission and therefore should be treated as such. This does not mean that the youth 

delegate would be a policy maker or foreign policy drafter; but rather that they would be 



 

part of the consultative process and able to bring unique perspectives to the table, 

particularly with regards to youth issues.  

 Briefings and Debriefings Requirement: The youth delegate should know what the 

country’s role will be at Rio+20 and the issues that are most relevant to them, and will 

need to be included in preparatory processes to make them effective agents to help 

achieve this. Also highlight that the youth delegate will report back to the Government, 

making them responsible and accountable members of the delegation.. 

o Suggested Briefings: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Youth Organizations, and other 

key actors involved in the Rio+20. 

 Nominate a candidate, even yourself: How could you, as a youth delegate, ensure true 

representation of young people? You can include details about the organizations you 

have spoken with in preparation for Rio+20, and your involvement with the MGCY, 

serving as a credible actor within the negotiations.  

 Suggested Initiatives: You can suggest initiatives to serve as an example of your 

commitment to a successful outcome of Rio+20, to improving the role of young people 

in sustainable development and how to take the information from Rio+20 back to your 

country to continuously support local growth and development. You can suggest ideas 

for follow-up activities after Rio+20 that involve local youth and their empowerment in 

the sustainable development process. 

 Estimated budget: Attending Rio+20 obviously has some associated logistical support 

and costs, and if you are part of the national delegation, this should fall under their 

budget. It is a good idea to give an estimation of what this cost would be (including 

flights, accommodation, insurance, subsistence, transportation, and visa costs) to show 

that you have done your research and propose to have further discussions about this. 

 Concluding Remarks: The conclusion should reiterate the importance of Rio+20 and for 

the attendance of national youth delegates. You should also thank your contact for their 

time and consideration of your proposal and mention that you are happy to meet with 

them to discuss things further.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Example of petition letter:  
 

Dear __(HEAD OF DELEGATION)___, 

 

I appreciate all the efforts you have made so far to show the commitment that United States has 

toward the upcoming Earth Summit. As you are aware, the policy actions that we take in Rio will 

determine the future of the world’s sustainable development agenda. There are topics that are 

yet to be discussed in __(country)___ that will indirectly have an impact in the integrity of the 

Earth Summit and the role that our country in the negotiations.  

 

One of these topics is stakeholders’ inclusion in national and international policy making 

procedures. I feel the responsibility to urge you to consider the inclusion of a youth delegate in 

the official __(country)___ delegation to Rio to represent the voice of younger generations and 

civil society.  

 

More than half of the world’s population is under 25 years old and young people are the most 

vulnerable to water, energy, economic, and climate crisis. The underlying principle of youth 

participation in the work of the United Nations is that it leads to better policy and programmatic 

responses to the problems facing young people today.  We will carry the consequences of the 

political decisions that will be made at Rio+20. Consequently, it is necessary for our voice to be 

included in these debates.   

 

This proposal is one that is not politically charged and easily implemented. However, it will show 

other nations that  __(country)___ is commitment with core values of the Rio Declaration, 

particularly principles 10 and 21, intergenerational equity and equal participation.  Additionally, 

this will renew our political commitment of previous CSD agreements in which States have 

expressed their commitment to increase stakeholders’ participation within the process, but little 

has been done to transform these words into actions.  

 

I call __(country)___ to honor these promises and to implement this proposal, and include a 

Youth Delegate in our official delegation before we go to Rio next year.  

 

I would appreciate the opportunity to further discuss with you and members of our delegation 

this proposal. Please feel free to contact me for any additional information that you might need. 

I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you for your time.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

(YOUR NAME)  

 

 

 

 



 

Further Readings:  
 

Sustainable Development Documents  

Agenda 21: http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21/ 

The Rio Declaration: http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-

1annex1.htm 

The Johannesburg Declaration: 

http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POI_PD.htm 

Johannesburg Plan of Action: 

http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIToc.htm 

Millennium Declaration: http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm 

Millennium Development Goals: http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/index.htm 

 

Important Websites 

Official Rio+20 Website: http://www.uncsd2012.org 

UNDESA Division for Sustainable Development: http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/index.shtml 

Stakeholder Forum Website: http://www.earthsummit2012.org 

 

MGCY Documents 

MGCY Contribution to the Zero Draft: 

http://uncsdmajorgroupforchildrenandyouth.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/major-group-

of-children-and-youth_contributions-to-rio-20_final.pdf   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information please contact the Organising Partners of the Major Group of 

Children and Youth: Kiara.youth@gmail.com, Ivana.Savich@gmail.com or 

ben.vanpeperstraete@gmail.com or Youth@un.org 
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