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“Global Youth bring flavor and commitment to COP11” 
 

Article for ECO 
 
 
Contrasting the slow progress at the negotiations and the lack of leadership 
to move further on with the implementation of targets and decisions agreed 
upon in Nagoya, Global Youth brought some energy and inspired COP 
veterans in Hyderabad. Through the Global Youth Biodiversity Network 
(GYBN), young people successfully captured the attention of delegates, 
media and governments, advocating for stronger youth participation in 
biodiversity-related decision-making processes on all levels. 
 
Youth engagement throughout the conference was refreshing and 
encouraging. GYBN was able to introduce itself and its work through a 
number of platforms, closely collaborating with the CBD Secretariat as well 
as other major groups and stakeholders, accommodating the diversity of all 
the different youth groups and initiatives in one united voice: A young 
steady voice that echoed throughout side events, press conferences, 
demonstrations and newspapers, telling the world that young people 
representing 40% of the global population are committed to our future and 
want to take responsibility for it. 
 
Our voice reached the parties and thanks to the support of Gabon, Norway, 
the Dominican Republic and Germany, GYBN was successful in proposing a 
paragraph on youth participation in the draft-decision on “Stakeholder 
Engagement and Major Groups”. The text was officially adopted by the 
parties who acknowledged "the importance of youth participation in 
decision-making-processes on all levels" for the very first time in a COP 
decision. The text also "Encourages parties to fully involve youth in all 
relevant processes" on biodiversity issues and "Invites parties to continue to 
provide support for youth initiatives". Global youth, through this important 
milestone in the CBD-process, finally have an official tool to urge policy-
makers to meet their commitments. 
 
Going beyond the plenary and working groups, youth managed to organize 
press conferences, hosted side events, awarded the "Dodo Award" together 
with the CBD Alliance to those countries who were blocking progress at 
COP11 but also created the “Busy Bee Award” to encourage progressive 
countries who helped to move negotiations forward. GYBN-members also 
joined forces with Indian youth and organized the event "Joining Hands for 
Biodiversity" together. In cooperation with the Woman's caucus GYBN co-
organized the Youth & Gender day.  
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Well done! Global youth should be very proud of all achievements and 
recognition! There is no doubt that our voice is getting stronger and louder! 
However recognition comes with expectations, and now it is time to really 
show that young people can make a difference and go beyond expectations. 
The real challenge starts now! 
 
How to reach and engage youth around the world on biodiversity issues? 
How to pressure policy-makers and other stakeholders to support our 
position and empower us? How can youth effectively influence the CBD 
negotiation processes? How can we connect the youth from the Global North 
and the Global South? How we can spread the word regarding Aichi targets 
and the UN Decade for Biodiversity? 
 
These are some of the questions that we need to answer during the next 
two years! GYBN is aware and attentive of these challenges and through the 
collective experiences, skills and knowledge of our members we are slowly 
but steadily building the foundation for a strong, inspiring network that has 
great potential to be a change agent and contribute to achieve the CBD 
goals. 
 
The Global Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN) is the international 
coordination platform for youth participation in the CBD-process. We are 
committed to raise global awareness among young people regarding 
biodiversity, strengthen youth engagement in activities that promote and 
conserve biodiversity. GYBN ultimately aims to provide a unique global 
platform where youth organizations and individuals can share knowledge, 
experiences and the motivation necessary to face the biodiversity 
challenge. 
 
How to get involved: 
 
Visit our Website http://gybn.org/ 
Subscribe to our international mailing list 
https://listi.jpberlin.de/mailman/listinfo/gybn 
Become a Fan of GYBN on facebook https://www.facebook.com/thegybn 
 
Contact us at: 
gybninfo@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 


