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Countless young people around the world take daily actions 
to protect our biodiversity. Be it protecting sea turtles in 
Mexico, managing marshland conservation projects in 

Benin, !ghting deforestation and illegal logging in Indonesia, 
running environmental awareness campaigns on university cam-
puses in Canada, volunteering for national parks in Germany 
or lobbying governments to improve their national biodiversity 
strategies, young people in the thousands are volunteering for 
youth environmental organizations and participating in various 
environmental activities and nature conservation projects. 

For this year’s International Day for Biological Diversity, hundreds 
of youth groups, NGOs and schools throughout the world par-
ticipated in the Convention on Biological Diversity’s (CBD) The 
Green Wave global biodiversity campaign by planting a tree in 
their neighbourhood or schoolyard, and reminding governments 
and decision-makers about their commitment to halt biodiversity 
loss. There is no doubt that young people are concerned about 
their future, and are making signi!cant contributions in helping 
raise awareness about the value of biodiversity. 

However, when it comes to youth involvement on the interna-
tional level, and speci!cally in the CBD process, much remains 
to be done.

Let’s not forget that the purpose of international environmental 
policy is to preserve our world and its natural resources for future 
generations. Agenda 21, adopted at the 1992 Rio Summit, was 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 
Youth participants during 
the opening ceremony of 
the High-Level Segment 

at COP 10 in Nagoya; 
Participants at the Kick-

O! Conference of the 
Global Youth Biodiversity 

Network, held August 2012 
in Berlin; Youth expressing 
their hopes for biodiversity 

at COP 10 in Nagoya. 
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one of the !rst United Nations (UN) documents to o"cially recog-
nize the right of young people to participate in UN processes—“It 
is imperative that youth from all parts of the world participate actively 
in all relevant levels of decision-making processes because it a!ects 
their lives today and has implications for their futures.” Agenda 21 
also con!rms that youth participation can add value to decision-
making, as young people bring invaluable and unique perspectives 
into issues that a#ect them. 

The CBD Secretariat has always been committed to supporting 
the biodiversity-related activities of young people, but, when com-
pared to other UN processes like the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) or the Commission on 
Sustainable Development (CSD), youth participation in the CBD-
process remains relatively weak. 

According to the CBD Secretariat, 18,650 accredited participants 
attended the CBD’s Tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP 10). This makes the Nagoya biodiversity summit not only one 
of the most successful but also the largest biodiversity conference 
in the history of the UN. However, of these participants, only about 
90 were youth delegates, representing 31 countries. Of these 90 
youth representatives, the majority were Japanese and only about 
30 to 40 of them attended the entire conference. The remaining 
50 to 60 youth representatives only followed the proceedings of 
the High-Level Segment, held during the last three days of the COP. 

In comparison, over 1,500 youth delegates from more than 130 
countries travelled to Copenhagen, Denmark, for the UN Climate 
Summit in December 2009. While Copenhagen did not deliver what 
many young people were hoping for, over 500 youths attended the 
following UN climate conference in Cancún, Mexico, and more than 
1,000 youth delegates out of 14,400 accredited participants came 
to UNFCCC COP 17 in Durban, South Africa, in December 2011. There, 
some 7% of all participants were youth delegates. At Nagoya, that 
percentage was only 0.48%.

However, it should be noted that participation !gures alone cannot 
evaluate whether youth participation is successful. The number 
of youth representatives at COP 10 was quite small, but the group 
worked efficiently and accomplished a lot. They, for example, 
organized daily coordination meetings, hosted two side events, 
established youth working groups to follow the main issues, held 
a press conference and delivered statements during the opening-
ceremony, the high-level segment and the closing session. Their 
work received widespread coverage in several Japanese, Canadian 
and international newspapers. Motivated by the strong support 
from the CBD Secretariat and inspired by the great successes of 
youth representatives in other UN processes, the idea to create a 
global network to unite young people working on biodiversity led 
to intensive discussions. 

The need for such an international youth network had been dis-
cussed for several years. It was also on the agenda of the Aichi-
Nagoya International Youth Conference on Biodiversity in August 
2010. There, a small group of participants formed a working group 

and developed a !rst rough concept for what would eventually 
become the Global Youth for Biodiversity Network (GYBN). 

At COP 10, following discussions between youth delegates  
from 31 countries, a decision was taken to start preparatory  
measures for the establishment of GYBN. To coordinate this pro-
cess and to liaise with the CBD Secretariat an interim steering  
committee, comprising 16 members from 13 countries (Japan, 
Indonesia, India, Germany, Belgium, Czech Republic, Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil, Benin, Cameroon, Egypt and Uganda), was formed. 
With the explicit support of the CBD Executive Secretary and in 
close coordination with the CBD Secretariat’s NGO focal points, 
the interim steering committee worked from November 2010 on 
to help create a democratic, transparent and globally representa-
tive youth network. 

As adopted by COP 10, the GYBN aims to raise global awareness 
among young people about the intrinsic value of biodiversity, and 
to strengthen and support youth e#orts to promote and protect 
biodiversity. Thus the GYBN provides a unique global platform 
where youth organizations and individuals can communicate with 
each other and join forces for the protection of biodiversity. It also 
aims to become the international coordination platform for youth 
participation in negotiations under the CBD, and is committed to 
bringing the opinions and positions of youth into the negotiations.

Thanks to !nancial support from the German Federal Agency for 
Nature Conservation (BfN), an international youth conference 
o"cially launching the GYBN was held in August 2012. Held in 
Berlin and hosted by the NAJU (German Youth Association for the 
Protection of Nature) the conference brought together 35 young 
environmentalists from all regions of the world. The six-day con-
ference focused on establishing the GYBN and preparing for the 
participation of youth at COP 11 by, among other things, holding 
capacity-building sessions and policy brie!ngs on the CBD and 
the main issues on the COP 11 agenda. 

In addition to these measures an international mailing list to facili-
tate discussions on biodiversity and the CBD among young people 
was set up in May 2012. Over 360 youths joined the mailing list 
within a couple of weeks, highlighting the fact that many young 
people have been eagerly anticipating the creation of an inter-
national youth network on biodiversity and that the protection of 
biodiversity is an important issue for youth. 

The driving-force behind the Global Youth Biodiversity Network is 
the conviction that biodiversity doesn’t stop at national borders, 
and that we can only halt the loss of biodiversity when we join 
forces and together create a global coalition of young people. 

The Global Youth Biodiversity Network provides a 
unique global platform where youth organizations and 
individuals can get in touch with each other and join 
forces for the protection of biodiversity


